
PICTURE STORY

Tim Judah’s Kosovo 

September 2007 



www.esiweb.org 

Tim Judah’s Kosovo 

It is the last piece of the jigsaw. Of all the issues that remain from the destruction of 

Yugoslavia, Kosovo still defies solution. Will it become independent? When? How? Will it be 

divided or will it, somehow, remain part of Serbia? We at ESI have long recognised the 

importance of the Kosovo issue but we have also recognised just how important it is to 

present our readers with accurate information and on this Balkan issue above all solid facts 

come at a premium. Now, as part of our series bringing you extracts of some of the best books 

on the region we have teamed up with Yale University Press to bring you Tim Judah's 

Kosovo: War and Revenge. We think it is the best book on Kosovo that there is and, over the 

last few years it has become established as a must read for anyone going to work or serve 

there and for students of the region. It has also been translated and published in both Kosovo 

and Serbia. What make's Judah's Kosovo different from most other books on the region is that 

he combines a reporter's eye for colour and life but never lets up on the facts. Don't forget that 

you won't find the whole history of Kosovo in these extracts. They are here to give you a 

guide to its past. For the full story, you will have to read the book! 

Tim Judah covers Kosovo and the rest of the region for The Economist. As a journalist he 

covered all the wars of the former Yugoslavia. In recent years he has also reported from 

North Korea, Iraq, Afghanistan and Darfur amongst other places, but the Balkans remains 
his specialism. He is the also the author of The Serbs: History, Myth and the Destruction of 

Yugoslavia, also published by Yale. 
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1999: Expulsion from Priština 

Tim Judah's book is not simply a history of 

Kosovo. As a journalist he has covered 

Kosovo's recent past, from the early 1990s 

to the present. So, a strand of reportage, of 

what he saw and of what people told him, 

runs through the book from beginning to 

end. The preface begins with three 

eyewitness accounts from the war in 1999. 

In the first, Migjen Kelmendi, the well 

known Kosovo Albanian writer and 

journalist explains how, when NATO's 

bombing campaign began on 24 March 

1999 he had gone into hiding. Then, as the 

Serbian police began clearing Priština, he borrowed a baby and pretended to be part of a family:  

The police gathered a group of two or three thousand people in the street and then 

prodded them in the direction of the station. "They were driving us like cattle. The 

children were screaming and the elderly were very slow." They marched down Priština's 

main street, past the theatre and the Hotel Grand. "The saddest bit was that, along the 

way, I saw bunches of people, Serbs. They looked at us with complete indifference. It 

was unimaginable. 

When they got to the station there were already some 25-30,000 people there. They were waiting 

for the train to take them to Macedonia. NATO planes wheeled in the sky above and people 

began to cheer and clap, until they heard shooting and fell silent. Eventually the train arrived. "At 

that moment, "the animal instinct in everyone, including me came out," said Kelmendi.  

Everyone surged forward, fighting and shoving. "The strongest got on and then got their 

families in through the windows." In each cabin there were thirty people and the corridors 

were jam packed too. There was no air and there was no water. Children were crying 

while parents were hunting for the ones they had lost. There were about 7-10,000 people 

crammed on board.  

The train crept out of Priština but kept stopping because people kept pulling the emergency 

communication cord. When they got to the first station, "police stood on the platform while 

exasperated Serb railwaymen worked their way down the train with a mechanical key trying to 

turn off the emergency brake system." Eventually the train crossed the frontier to Macedonia. 

Immediately over the frontier, Kelmendi turned on his mobile phone. He had been far too 

frightened to use it while he was in hiding. It rang straight away. It was his wife. She was 

in Montenegro. She was crying: "You're alive, you're alive!" Of course, the Kelmendis 

were lucky. 

[pp. xiv-xv] 

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 

Train from Pristina 
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1999: Massacre at Meja 

On the night of 27-28 April 1999 Judah stood on the 

Albanian side of the border with Kosovo at a place called 

Morina. Refugees, or rather people who had just been 

ethnically cleansed at gunpoint were flooding through. 

They were a group of about 2,000 from villages near 

Djakovica, Gjakova in Albanian. Judah talked to some of 

the people on the first tractor-trailers. 

They said that they had started their journey with 37 

packed on the trailer but that at a hamlet called Meja, the 

police took ten men off. A 15-year-old boy was then 

ordered to drive. They told me that, apart from small 

boys, he was the only male left on their trailer. This was 

not quite true. 

A middle aged man said: "I have a bad leg. One policeman 

said 'Get out' and the other said 'Stay in.'" They left a blind 

man too. Then I saw an old man sitting in the corner, still 

cutting a fine figure in his traditional felt cap and with a curly 

grey moustache. "What about him?" I asked. "We forgot the 

old man," laughed Sevdie Rexha, the young woman I was 

talking to.  

The people on the next couple of tractors said the same thing. Many of their men had 

been taken off at Meja and they had seen them sitting in a field under police guard.  

A little later more tractors began to rumble across the border:  

A dog sniffed at the first one across. "Did you see the men in the field at Meja?" I asked. 

The tractor was still moving. These people were in shock, their eyes red from crying. 

"They killed them, they killed them," shouted a woman as she passed. I ran to catch up. 

"In a field…in a field…more than a hundred…they took two from us…They're dead! 

They're dead!" 

A hundred metres away Sevdie Rexha, the old man, the blind man, the lame man and the 

rest of them sat on their trailer. A drunken Albanian soldier was abusing them. "Stop 

crying, stop moaning…why did you leave your kids behind?" They still did not know 

what the others now arriving knew. I wondered whether I should say something. I 

thought not. They would find out soon enough. 

Meja turned out to be one of the worst massacres of the war with a final tally of some 300 dead. 

In 2006 there was a curious coda to this story. A man called Gezim Rexha contacted Judah. "I am 

the blind man you mentioned in your book," he said. Today, despite being completely blind, he 

works as a broadcast monitor for the OSCE in Priština. 

[pp. xv-xvi] 

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 

Reburial 
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1999: Revenge – The Serbs Pay the Price

Immediately after the end of the 

bombing in June 1999 hundreds of 

thousands of Kosovo Albanians 

began flowing back into Kosovo 

while thousands of Serbs took 

flight. (Read Branislav Krsti 's 

account in his ESI profile) Judah 

witnessed several instances of 

revenge, of houses and villages 

being put to the torch. In Mitrovica, 

Meli Uka, a 22-year old Albanian 

student sipped coke and watched a 

column of fleeing Serb families 

packed onto cars and on tractor-

trailers and told him: "They wanted 

Albanians out and now this is our 

revenge. I am very happy about it 

and I never want them to come 

back. Now we are free." 

In Vu itrn (Vushtrri in Albanian) Albanian families swarmed through the Serbian 

Orthodox priest's house. Mothers manoeuvred sofas down stairs, children roamed about 

with hammers smashing religious pictures while others piled food, church candles and 

anything else they could carry on to wheelbarrows. When they were done they moved on 

to the church. A girl with a manic expression on her face smashed the windows. Women 

tugged on dark red velvet altar cloths and precious icons crashed to the floor. A man 

struggled to wrench the chandelier from the ceiling. 

Outside, two French soldiers from the Kosovo Force, KFOR, the newly arrived 

international peace force which has NATO at its core, looked on amiably. Up the road a 

Gypsy house was on fire. Albanians accuse many Gypsies of having 'collaborated' with 

the Serbs. At that moment the local French commander drove past. According to the 

sticker on his jeep, his regimental motto was 'Avec le sourire' He said: 'Our job is to 

reassure the population'. I said it didn't look like he was reassuring the few remaining 

Serbs. He replied, sans sourire, 'The orders are to let them pillage.' I said: 'That's mad.' He 

said: 'Of course it's mad, but those are the orders.' 

[pp. xvii-xviii] 

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 

A fresco of St. Symeon, a famous Serbian saint, in the badly damaged 

cathedral of the Holy Virgin of Lyevish, beg. of the 14th century 
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1916: Kossovo Day 

One of the more extraordinary things 

about Serbia is how its reputation in 

the West has risen and fallen 

precipitously so many times. During 

the First World War "gallant Little 

Serbia" as she was known was 

occupied (as, of course, was Kosovo, 

as part of Serbia,) by the Austro-

Hungarians, Germans and 

Bulgarians and Serbian troops were 

fighting alongside the British and the 

French. But, notes Judah, "as the 

historian Edward Crankshaw wrote 

in 1963, "this at once obscured the 

fact that for the previous decade 

Serbia had been regarded generally as a thorough-going nuisance, a nest of violent barbarians 

whose megalomania would sooner or later meet the punishment it deserved." In 1916 however, 

this was far from the case. That summer London was covered with posters calling on people to 

"Think of Serbia, Pray for Serbia, Restore Serbia." Britain was commemorating "Kossovo Day", 

the 28 June, the day on which Serbs remember the famous battle of 1389 in which their ancestors 

fought the invading Ottoman Turks. In 1916 then, "Kossovo Day" events were held across 

Britain and more than 12,000 schools responded to calls to do something. This was written by a 

13-year old boy, a pupil attending Southwold National School:  

Although the Serbians are a small nation, they are a fighting nation, and will never 

surrender unless they are forced. They have many poems of the fallen kings of Serbia. 

They go down from generation to generation. And will never be forgotten until the end of 

the world.  

On 7 July the Archbishop of Canterbury was reported as saying: "Two years ago we had little 

knowledge of the Serbians, and no enthusiasm for Serbia." Since then, however, Serbia had, he 

noted, "by her courage taken a very high place in the minds of the English, and a very high place 

in European affairs." On 28 June an editorial in the Daily Mirror said:  

Serbia is ruined. Serbia, as at Kossovo, is defeated. But what omen is now as then it 

proved to be – favourable, eternal, as the omen of recurrent Spring after bleak Winter. 

Serbia will rise again as she once rose from her magnificent dust. We of the West have 

pledged ourselves to it. And the broken fate of this struggling nation may well move us 

strangely, as we reflect that her defeats precede her resurrections.  

[pp. xxiv-xxv] 

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 

1916, Austrian military in Serbia, postcard from Mitrovica 
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1908: Kill or be Killed 

In 1999, following the end of Serbian rule, Judah 

writes that Kosovo was again gripped by another of its 

historic cycles of revenge. "Blood can only be wiped 

out with blood," he quotes Edith Durham, the 

redoubtable English traveller, as writing. In 1908 she 

had travelled though northern Albania and Kosovo 

and she was discussing the tradition of blood 

vengeance, codified in the fifteenth-century Kanun of 

Lek Dukagjini or Canon of Lek, which enshrined, she 

said, "the old idea of purification by blood. All else is 

subservient to it." In 1908 Kosovo (and Albania) were 

still part of the Ottoman Empire but Durham wrote 

that in Kosovo she found that the Serbs, "regardless of 

the fact that in most places they are much in the 

minority, still had visions of the expulsion of the 

Moslems, and the reconstruction of the great Servian 

Empire." [Servian: An old fashioned spelling for 

Serbian] She added that the history of Kosovo had 

always been:  

…an elemental struggle for existence and survival of the strongest, carried out in 

obedience to Nature's law, which says, "There is not place for you both. You must kill or 

be killed." Ineradicably fixed in the breast of an Albanian…is the belief that the land has 

been his rightly for all time. The Serb conquered him, held him for a few passing 

centuries, was swept out and shall never return again. He has but done to the Serb as he 

was done by.  

[p. xxvii] 

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 

Lekë Dukagjini 
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History: War by Other Means 

The middle ages were a high point of Serbian 

history. Serbia was ruled by the Nemanji  dynasty 

which hailed from Raška (now, also known as 

Sandžak,) and Kosovo was very much a central part 

of the kingdom. Just like other monarchs across 

Europe at the time, writes Judah, "the Nemanji 's 

were church-builders. Some of their most famous 

buildings stand in Serbia proper, some in Raška and 

some in Kosovo. In Kosovo the most prominent are 

the Patriarchate of Pe , Gra anica and the 

monastery of Visoki De ani (High De ani) in 

western Kosovo." 

But, who actually lived in Kosovo at the time of the 

Serbian kings? Serbian history books argue that 

only Serbs lived here, and point to their churches as 

proof, while Albanian ones argue the opposite. Noel 

Malcolm, the British historian has written that "all 

the evidence suggests that [Albanians] were only a 

minority in Medieval Kosovo." Clearly this is not a 

view that finds favour amongst Albanian historians 

who often argue that, despite the fact that the 

majority of names in church registers are Slavic, the 

majority of Kosovo's people were still Albanian. Malcolm dismisses this as "not credible". But it 

is what the majority of Kosovars believe. In a paper on the Orthodox church, for example, the 

academic Mark Krasniqi writes that "The Serbian state and church assimilated Albanians in 

different ways, besides outright terror and violence": 

…the church also used the holy sacraments in order to accomplish its diabolical mission. 

It gave Slavic names to Albanian infants, and imposed wedding ceremonies and liturgies 

in the Slavic language. Under such pressure from the Orthodox church, many Albanian 

families in Kosova, Macedonia and Montenegro were Slavicized. 

As Judah notes: "in Kosovo, history is war by other means." 

[pp: 3-4] 

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 

The Serbian Medieval Nemanjic Dynasty
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1389: Empire of Heaven 

For centuries Serbs celebrated, or commemorated, their defeat at the hands of the Turks at the 

Battle of Kosovo, which took place on 28 June 1389, in great epic poems which were sung to the 

accompaniment of the gusla, a one stringed instrument. In one of the most famous, "The 

Downfall of the Serbian Empire", the Serbian leader, Prince Lazar, is forced to contemplate his 

choice: A kingdom on earth or a kingdom of truth and justice, ie., death and the empire of 

heaven. 

Flying hawk, grey bird,  

out of the holy place, out of Jerusalem,  

holding a swallow, holding a bird,  

that is Elijah, holy one;  

holding no swallow, no bird,  

but writing from the Mother of God  

to the Emperor at Kosovo.  

He drops that writing on his knee,  

is speaking to the Emperor: 

"Lazar, glorious Emperor,  

which is the empire of your choice?  

Is it the empire of heaven? 

Is it the empire of the earth?  

If it is the empire of the earth,  

saddle horses and tighten girth-straps,  

and, fighting men, buckle on swords,  

attack the Turks,  

and all the Turkish army shall die.  

But if the empire of heaven 

weave a church on Kosovo,  

build its foundations not with marble stones,  

build it with pure silk and with crimson cloth,  

take the Sacrament, marshal the men,  

they shall die,  

and you shall die among them as they die."  

And when the Emperor heard those words,  

He considered and thought, 

"King God, what shall I do, how shall I do it?  

What is the empire of my choice?  

Is it the empire of heaven?  

Is it the empire of the earth?  

And if I shall choose the empire,  

and choose the empire of the earth,  

the empire of earth is brief,  

heaven is everlasting."  

And the empire chose the empire of heaven  

Above the empire of the earth.

[pp: 6-7]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press]

Prince Lazar 
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1878: The League of Prizren

The Serbian historian Milan St Proti  believes 

that the Serbian-Turkish wars of 1876-78 

"caused the most massive migration process in 

the Balkans in the course of the 19
th

 century." 

He estimates a million Christians and a million 

Muslims, including of course Albanians, were 

forced to flee. Many came from areas around 

Niš which the Serbs took in 1878 and many of 

them fled into Kosovo which was still, until 

1912, Ottoman territory. 1878 was also the 

year in which Serbia won official recognition 

as an independent state. For Albanians 

however it is remembered as the year of the 

League of Prizren:  

Fearing the imminent loss of Albanian inhabited-lands to the new Christian states, 

including Bulgaria and Montenegro, intellectuals mobilised to call a meeting of Albanian 

leaders in Prizren in June 1878. Some wanted to defend Muslim and Albanian traditions, 

which they felt were being threatened by modernising reformers. Some wanted a fully 

autonomous Albanian state, including of course Kosovo, to be set up within the empire. 

Others were simply keen to fend off the encroachments of the Christian and Slavic states. 

By 1880, thanks to deteriorating relations between the politicians and the Porte (the 

traditional name of the Ottoman government), the League in effect took over the running 

of Kosovo and some of its leaders, notably Abdyl Frashëri, began to think in terms of 

independence. The spring of 1881, however, saw the insurrection crushed by Turkish 

troops. But the idea that Albanians, both Muslims and Catholics, and those hailing from 

the northern Gheg and southern Tosk tribes, could or should unite as Albanians only and 

fight for either autonomy or even independence, could not be swept aside. As the 

Albanian poet Pashko Vasa put it: "the religion of Albanians is Albanianism." 

[p. 12]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 

Monument of the League of Prizren 
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1906: The Most Miserable Corner of Europe 

In 1906 the British journalist H.N.Brailsford left Skopje (then 

called Uskub,) for Ottoman Kosovo. He was later to become 

one of the most distinguished Balkan experts of his day. He 

left asking: "What might one not discover in that mysterious 

region, as strange as Arabia, as distant as the Soudan?" He was 

to conclude: "I realise painfully that I have visited the most 

miserable corner of Europe." These are Brailsford's 

impressions of Pe , Peja in Albanian (he uses the Turkish 

name Ipek), and of "Djacova", Djakovica in Serbian or 

Gjakova in Albanian: 

In Ipek and in Djacova there is still literally no law and 

court of justice. The civil code, more or less on the 

Napoleonic model, which Turkey possesses, is not in force 

in these towns. Such justice as is administered is dealt out 

by religious functionaries whose code is the Koran. In all 

that belongs to the civil side of politics we are still in the 

heyday of Islam. The kadi administers the law as it was laid 

down by the Prophet, and his court observes the same 

maxims and the same ceremonies which prevailed when the Bermecides were Caliphs in 

Baghdad. It is still the world of "Arabian Nights", and here in Europe, within a day's 

journey of the railway that leads to Vienna, we are in the East and the Middle Ages.

Those who wrote about Kosovo in this period noted that they were bad times for Serbs. "There 

are few Servian [Servian: An old fashioned form for the word Serbian] villages which are not 

robbed periodically of all their sheep and cattle," reported Brailsford:  

For two or three years the village remains in the slough of abject poverty, and then by 

hard work purchases once more the beginnings of a herd, only in due course to lose it 

again. I tried to find out what the system of land tenure was. My questions, as a rule, met 

with a smile. The system of land tenure in this country, where the Koran and the rifle are 

the only law, is what the Albanian chief of the district chooses to make it. The Servian 

peasants, children of the soil, are tenants at will, exposed to every caprice of their 

domestic conquerors. Year by year the Albanian hillmen encroach upon the plain, and 

year by year the Servian peasants disappear before them. Hunger, want, and disease are 

the natural accompaniments of this daily oppression.  

[pp: 13,14]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press]

H. N. Brailsford 
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1912: For Kosovo – Kumanovo 

In the nineteenth century 

Kosovo became a Serbian 

rallying call, or rather it gave 

focus, along with the pantheon 

of Serbian kings and heroes, to 

emerging Serbian nationalism. 

The latter part of the century 

was also the era of Serbian 

national romanticism. This is 

the speech given by edomil 

Mijatovi , Serbia's foreign 

minister, to the Royal Academy 

in 1889, on the 500
th

anniversary of the historic 

battle:

An inexhaustible source of national pride was discovered on Kosovo. More important 

than language and stronger than the Church, this pride unites all Serbs in a single 

nation…The glory of the Kosovo heroes shone like a radiant star in that dark night of 

almost five hundred years…There was never a war for freedom – and when was there no 

war? - in which the spirit of Kosovo heroes did not participate. The new history of Serbia 

begins with Kosovo – a history of valiant efforts, long suffering, endless wars, and 

unquenchable glory…We bless Kosovo because the memory of the Kosovo heroes 

upheld us, encouraged us, and guided us.

The Balkan wars broke out in October 1912. Just before that the Turks had been weakened by yet 

another revolt in Kosovo, in which notes Judah, "most of the area had been taken over by 

Albanian rebels." Bulgaria, Serbia, Greece and Montenegro attacked almost simultaneously. 

"Within weeks," says Judah, "the Turks had been driven back, virtually to the gates of 

Constantinople. Montenegro seized Pe  (Peja) and other parts of western Kosovo while Serbia 

took the rest. 'The single sound of that word – Kosovo – caused indescribable excitement', wrote 

one Serbian soldier as his unit came to rest at the battlefield of 1389." (Miloš Obili  is the 

legendary Serbian knight who killed the Sultan at the battle.) 

When we arrived on Kosovo and the battalions were placed in order, our commander 

spoke: "Brothers, my children, my sons!" His voice breaks. "This place on which we 

stand is the graveyard of our glory. We bow to the fallen ancestors and pray God for the 

salvation of their souls." His voice gives out and tears flow in streams down his cheeks 

and grey beard and fall to the ground. He actually shakes from some kind of inner pain 

and excitement.

The spirits of Lazar, Miloš [Obili ], and all the Kosovo martyrs gaze on us. We feel 

strong and proud, for we are the generation which will realize the centuries-old dream of 

the whole nation: that we with the sword will regain the freedom that was lost with the 

sword.  

Dead in the Balkan Wars
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"The decisive battle of the war," writes Judah, "took place at Kumanovo in northern Macedonia. 

After that a slogan was coined: 'For Kosovo – Kumanovo'" Then he notes that on 9 June 1999 

Serbian commanders signed their effective capitulation to NATO in Kumanovo, following the 

78-days of NATO bombing, hence, "in a way, Kosovo was won, and lost again, at the same 

place."  

[pp: 15-16, 17-18]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 
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1918-24: The Kaçaks 

For Kosovo Serbs the return of 

Serbian rule in 1912 was a 

liberation. For Kosovo's Albanians 

by contrast, it was conquest. With 

the First World War the Serbs lost 

Kosovo again but then in 1918 they 

were to return although now Serbia, 

as a state, had been subsumed in the 

new Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and 

Slovenes or Yugoslavia. For 

Albanians this was nothing short of a 

reconquest and in many parts was 

resisted by kaçak brigand cum 

freedom fighters. This was strongest, 

writes Judah, in the years 1918-24. 

In the autumn of 1918 prominent Kosovo Albanians, based in Shkodër (also called 

Shkodra), in northern Albania had founded the Committee for the National Defence of 

Kosovo which became known as the KK or Kosovo Committee. Just like the KLA in the 

early part of 1998, it smuggled arms across the border from Albania and coordinated, as 

best it could, raids within Kosovo and the two other areas of Yugoslavia with substantial 

Albanian populations, western Macedonia and parts of Montenegro. The best-known of 

the kaçak leaders were Bajram Curri, Hasan Bey Prishtina and Azem Bejta. Significantly, 

bearing in mind that the heartlands of the revolt which began in 1998 were the villages of 

the central Drenica valley, fighting blew up there following the KK call to revolt on 6 

May 1919. This was Azem Bejta's territory. He and his wife came from the village of 

Galica. According to [British historian Noel] Malcolm, "it is estimated that there were 

10,000 active rebels at this time. But the kaçaks, only half of whom had rifles, were no 

match against the machine gun units of the Yugoslav army, which drove them off 

towards the mountains near Pe , destroying many villages as it did so and carrying out 

further reprisals afterwards." The legend of Azem Bejta lived on in Drenica, but even his 

fame was overshadowed by that of his wife Shota Galica, who had also taken up arms. In 

the event, apart from small groups which were never subdued, the end of major kaçak 

resistance came when the Yugoslav government helped Ahmed Zogu to return to power 

in Tirana in December 1924 in exchange for his suppressing the KK.  

[p. 24]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 

Bajram Curri (1862 - 1925) - Hasan Prishtina (1873 - 1933) 
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The Lausanne Principle 

For Albanians the period 

between the two world wars was 

one of repression. It was also one 

in which colonists, Serbs and 

Montenegrins were brought for 

settlement in Kosovo. Where 

Albanians had been dispossessed 

of their lands they were supposed 

to be compensated but as Judah 

notes, "this in fact rarely 

happened."  

In some places Albanians 

lost their land or were 

restricted to tiny plots 

because they could not 

prove their ownership with 

title deeds. This helped 

prod thousands into 

emigrating and some 150,000 people are believed to have left for Turkey in the years 

between 1910 and 1920. On precisely this question, the relationship between small plots 

and emigration, one official report noted that "this was precisely what we wanted; that is 

to prevent them from living and thereby force them to emigrate."

Figures for the numbers of Albanians and Muslims who emigrated between 1918 and 1941 vary 

from between 90,000 to 150,000.  

Turkey was delighted to take in Albanians because the emigration of Greeks from 

Anatolia had left whole areas under populated. Indeed, after the Treaty of Lausanne in 

1923 saw the forcible exchange of those remaining Greeks and Turks from both 

countries, the total numbers who had left due to war and the treaty amounted to 1.3 

million Greeks from Turkey and 350,000 Turks from Greece. In 1938 Yugoslavia and 

Turkey signed a convention which foresaw the emigration of some 40,000 families or 

200,000 people to Turkey over the next six years. Officially the convention talked about 

the "repatriation" of the "Turkish Muslim" population but, apart from Yugoslavia's 

relatively small numbers of ethnic Turks and Slav Muslims from Macedonia, it was clear 

from the regions specified in the convention that the bulk of these people would be 

Albanians. In the end the document remained a dead letter because of the outbreak of 

war.

[pp. 22-23]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 

See our report, The Lausanne Principle on refugees and the numbers of Serbs in Kosovo today. 

Turkish Delegation in Lausanne 
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1941: Greater Albania 

During the Second World War Kosovo was 

divided into three sectors. "The Bulgarians were 

given a small part in the east," writes Judah, 

"Mitrovica and the zinc and lead-producing 

Trep a mines were attached to German-occupied 

Serbia but the region was given a good measure 

of local control under Albanian leadership. The 

rest of the province, plus Albanian-inhabited 

areas of western Macedonia, were attached to 

Albania which had been conquered by the 

Italians in 1939." 

At least to start with, the Kosovo Albanians 

were enthusiastic about the Italians. 

Although, of course, they were occupiers, 

they had also brought about the unification of 

almost all the Albanian-inhabited lands. The 

swing of the pendulum also gave those 

Albanians who were minded to do so the 

opportunity to wreak revenge on the region's 

Serbs, and especially the Serbian and 

Montenegrin settlers who had come to 

Kosovo over the last twenty years. In the 

wake of the Yugoslav collapse, armed gangs 

roamed the countryside, burning Serbian 

villages and killing and expelling Serbs. Where Serbs could retaliate, they did, but, given 

the preponderance of power, there was presumably little opportunity to do so. Carlo 

Umiltà, the Italian "Civil Commissioner" for Kosovo later described horrific scenes that 

he had witnessed. "The Albanians are out to exterminate the Slavs," he wrote, saying that 

Serbs were begging passing Italian lorries and vehicles to take them to safety. In one 

region between Djakovica and Pe  he found villages where "not a single house has a 

roof; everything has been burned down…There are headless bodies of men and women 

strewn on the ground." Following the capitulation of Italy on 8 September 1943, Kosovo 

and Albania were immediately invaded by the Germans, who although in control, 

maintained the fiction that Albania was an independent country.  

[p.27]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press]

Map of "Greater Albania" - Ottoman Valayets c.1878 
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Brothers with the Yugoslavs 

Because in Kosovo, as opposed to Albania, 

communism was associated with the Serbs and thus 

with Yugoslavia - and reincorporating Kosovo into it 

- Tito and his Partisans found it hard to recruit 

Albanians. The Germans and Italians also skilfully

played up these points, so in the end, writes Judah, the 

communists resorted to what amounted to a ruse in 

their bid to gain support."

Meeting in Bujan, in northern Albania, over the new 

year of 1943-4, the two Yugoslav Communist 

committees which covered Kosovo issued a key 

declaration:  

Kosovo-Metohija is an area with a majority 

Albanian population, which, now as always 

in the past, wishes to be united with 

Albania…The only way that the Albanians of 

Kosovo-Metohija can be united with Albania 

is through a common struggle with other 

peoples of Yugoslavia against the occupiers 

and their lackeys. For the only way freedom can be achieved is if all the peoples, 

including the Albanians, have the possibility of deciding their own destiny, with 

the right to self-determination, up to and including secession. 

Right up to the end of the war, the Partisans were never able to recruit significant 

numbers of Kosovo Albanians to join them. However, those that did come to the colours 

in 1944 did so comfortable in the belief that they were fighting not just for Communism 

but for an Albania in which Kosovo would be included. They were to be betrayed. The 

return of Yugoslav forces was resisted in several areas, especially Drenica. Here 

widespread fighting broke out when troops led by Shaban Polluzha, a former member of 

the Albanian nationalist Balli Kombëtar, who had gone over to the Partisans, refused to 

be sent north to help crush German resistance in Croatia. He had become angry because 

he, like others, had thought that the Yugoslav Partisans would soon be replaced by troops 

from Albania. At the same time it was discovered that a massacre of 250 men had taken 

place in Skenderaj, which is called Srbica in Serbian. Skenderaj is a mile away from 

Donji Prekaz, where the 1998 uprising began, and five miles away from Galica – the 

village of Azem Bejta and his legendary wife, Shota Galica. Although Shaban Polluzha 

commanded much sympathy across Kosovo, the fighting that ended the resistance should 

not be interpreted in a simple Serb-versus Albanian light. Many of those who took part in 

the fighting on the Yugoslav side were Albanians too. 

In July 1945 Kosovo was formally annexed to Serbia and Kosovo declared to be an autonomous 

region of Serbia. According to an article published in an Albanian newspaper in 1981, in 1946 

Tito told Enver Hoxha, the Albanian communist leader: "Kosovo and the other Albanian regions 

belong to Albania and we shall return them to you, but not now because the Great Serb reaction 

Josip Tito 
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would not accept such a thing." At the time the Albanian communists were very much under the 

tutelage of the Yugoslavs and, before Tito's 1948 break with Stalin there was much talk of 

creating an all-embracing Balkan Federation in which case the issue of Kosovo might be resolved 

within that wider framework. This explains why the Albanians in Albania did not then oppose the 

reintegration of Kosovo into Yugoslavia:  

"Is it in our interests to ask for Kosovo?" asked Enver Hoxha in December 1946. "That is not a 

progressive thing to do. No, in this situation, on the contrary, we must do whatever is possible to 

ensure that the Kosovars become brothers with the Yugoslavs."  

[pp: 30, 31]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 



- 20 - 

www.esiweb.org 

Nations and Nationalities 

In the first two post-war decades power in Kosovo 

was returned, in the main, into the hands of Serbs. 

One reason for this was that there had been relatively 

few Kosovo Albanian communists and many of them 

were regarded with suspicion because, says Judah, of 

"what they saw as the great betrayal of the Bujan 

promise, ie., that post-war Kosovo would be allowed 

to determine its own future. Until 1966 security in 

Yugoslavia was in the hands of Aleksandar Rankovi ,

who believed in good, old-fashioned style repression, 

especially when it came to any whiff of separatism. 

After his fall things began to change, not just in 

Kosovo but all over Yugoslavia. In 1970 for example 

Priština University opened and under the new 

constitution of 1974 Kosovo became a Yugoslav 

republic in all but name. It had its own assembly, 

police force and national bank and it was represented 

on the federal presidency along with the six Yugoslav 

republics and Vojvodina, Serbia's other autonomous 

province. However…it was still not a republic, much 

to the anger of many Kosovars, as was to be seen in 

demonstrations in 1981 and the fact that it was not a 

republic continues to haunt Kosovo today, as this legacy has complicated hugely the quest of 

Kosovo Albanians for independence. What was the reason behind the decision? "Following the 

Soviet model," writes Judah, Yugoslavia, "devised a piece of constitutional sophistry:" 

The peoples of Yugoslavia were classed as either "nations" or "nationalities". The former 

were entitled to Yugoslav republics. They were the Slovenes, Croats, Serbs, 

Montenegrins and Macedonians. In 1971, they were joined by the Bosnian Muslims. By 

contrast "nationalities" were, in effect, cut off from an existing motherland. The most 

important of the "nationalities" were the Kosovo Albanians and the Hungarians who lived 

in Vojvodina in the north, both of whose people had existing states. This was, of course, 

so much legal gobbledegook because the real point was that nations – who had republics 

– were, under the constitution, theoretically possessed of the right to secede. So, under no 

circumstances could the Kosovo Albanians ever be allowed to become a republic lest one 

day they should actually try to exercise that right.

[p.37]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 

Aleksandar Rankovi
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1981: Kosovo-Republic! 

Tito died in 1980 and with his death the 

Yugoslav polity slowly but surely began to 

unravel. "In Kosovo," writes Judah, "the first 

signs of this came in March 1981, when the 

province was rocked by demonstrations. They 

began in the university on 11 March, and at the 

very beginning had nothing to do with politics 

but with poor living conditions at the university 

and problems in the canteen." 

Daut Dauti who was then a student and later 

became a journalist, recalls that "actually the 

food was not that bad. The real problem was 

the service. There were so many students that 

sometimes you had to queue up for two 

hours to get a meal." So, for the first few days, speakers complained about the canteen 

but then they began raising the issue of the university administration, saying it was run by 

"parasites" who were building themselves luxury houses in plush areas of Priština like 

Dragodan. Activists from the tiny Marxist-Leninist groups were moving in on what had 

begun as spontaneous protests. 

Every day demonstrations took place in several different places at a time. As the 

denunciations shifted from the canteen to other issues, Dauti recalled that the atmosphere 

"electrified". Speakers began to say: "We are rich enough, we should separate from 

Serbia. They take all our wealth." Then Hydajet Hyseni, an activist, reputed founder of a 

Marxist-Leninist group and a journalist from the Kosovo Albanian daily paper Rilindja, 

who had recently been hiding, climbed a tree and spoke to the demonstrators in front of 

the Communist Party building and urged them not to stop. In this way he became known 

as the Che Guevara of Kosovo. Dauti says: "People were saying we should be free from 

Serbian domination. There was a feeling that [despite autonomy] key positions were still 

held by Serbs and pro-Serb Albanians."

Arrests now began as the students shouted for a republic and onlookers cheered when 

demonstrators called for union with Albania.  

The situation began to spin out of control. High-school students joined their older 

brothers and sisters and workers in several factories downed tools. The slogans of the 

demonstrators were: "Kosovo-Republic!", "We are Albanians, not Yugoslavs!" and "We 

want a unified Albania!" Beginning to panic, the authorities called in units of special 

police, tanks appeared on the streets and a state of emergency was declared. When the 

unrest had been quelled the Yugoslav press reported variously that nine or eleven people 

(including policemen) had died and that 57 had been injured. However, the true casualty 

figure is unknown. Some insist that as many as 1,000 were killed, which is certainly an 

exaggeration, but the real figure might well have run into hundreds.

Hydajet Hyseni (1 April 1981) 
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In the wake of the demonstrations thousands were arrested, interrogated, interned or reprimanded. 

"Seven thousand," writes Judah, "were jailed, hundreds more dismissed from school or university 

and work." 

It is vitally important to remember, however, that, at this crucial juncture, and indeed 

until 1989, it was not Serbs who were in charge of Kosovo. It was Albanians. This fact 

was to have enormous significance later on, as Western diplomats could never understand 

why it was so hard to bring together a Kosovo Albanian negotiating team which would 

represent a fair spectrum of opinion especially since they all agreed on the basic demand 

of independence. The answer often lay in who had done what, in and after 1981.  

[pp: 39-41]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 
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Statistics and Lies 

Throughout the post Second World War 

years, Serbs emigrated from Kosovo. 

How many left and why became a central 

theme, says Judah, especially in the 

1980s, in the evolving "battle of lies" 

between Serbs and Albanians. Serbs 

claimed harassment but there was also the 

pull factor of better jobs in Serbia proper 

and with better education for Kosovo 

Albanians far more competition for the 

remaining jobs in Kosovo: 

According to the census returns, the 

number of Serbs and Montenegrins 

in Kosovo remained relatively stable, 

moving between 200,000 and 

260,000 in the post-war period. What 

does change though is that their 

numbers, as a proportion of the 

population as a whole, dropped from 

a combined 27.5 per cent in 1948 to 

14.9 per cent in 1981 and 10.9 per 

cent in 1991. This was not just due to 

Serb emigration, which in turn contributed to the lack of the natural growth of the 

population, but to the fact that the Albanian birth-rate was extremely high. Interestingly, 

if the 1991 census figures are a more or less accurate (a projection of the numbers of 

Albanians was made because they boycotted the census), then the Albanian proportion of 

the population was 82.2 per cent. This means that the oft-quoted figure of the Albanian 

population constituting 90 per cent of Kosovo's population was, until 1999 anyway, not 

true.

This question remains alive today. Since 1999 the Serbian authorities claim that some 230,000 

Serbs (and some Roma,) have fled Kosovo and that some 130,000 remain. Those figures do not 

fit with the numbers of Serbs who, according to census returns lived in Kosovo before the war. 

So what is going on? The issue is important because the question of refugee returns is a central 

one in talks about Kosovo's future. We have done the only serious research on the question in a 

paper called The Lausanne Principle.  

[p. 44]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press]

Kosovo regions 
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1986: The Memorandum 

On 24 and 25 September 1986 the Belgrade 

newspaper Ve ernje Novosti published extracts of a 

draft document which was being prepared by a 

committee of the prestigious Serbian Academy of 

Sciences and Arts. Ever since it has been referred to 

as the Memorandum. Very soon photocopied 

versions of the document began to circulate across 

Yugoslavia. Its main theme was that decentralisation 

was leading to the disintegration of Yugoslavia and 

that the Serbs were discriminated against by 

Yugoslavia's constitutional structure. It pointed out 

that 24 per cent of Serbs lived outside Serbia, while 

40.3 per cent lived outside the boundaries of central 

Serbia, that is to say either outside Serbia itself or in 

Kosovo and Vojvodina. The language of the

Memorandum was strong and many of its points 

addressed areas of legitimate concern. However the 

reason that it provoked such a strong reaction and 

that its publication is rightly considered as a key 

moment in the story of the destruction of Yugoslavia 

and thus as a step on the road to war, is the 

extraordinary language it used to examine the 

situation of the Serbs in Croatia and Kosovo. "While 

most," writes Judah, "might have agreed that Serbs in 

Kosovo were living through difficult times, the

Memorandum asserted that they were being subjected to nothing less than 'genocide'": 

The expulsion of the Serbian people from Kosovo bears dramatic testimony to their 

historical defeat. In the spring of 1981, open and total war was declared on the Serbian 

people…This open war has been going on for almost five years…we are still not looking 

this war in the face, nor are we calling it by its proper name. 

The Memorandum asserted, without evidence, that 200,000 Serbs had been forced to leave 

Kosovo in the last two decades and continued:

It is not just that the last remnants of the Serbian nation are leaving their homes at an 

unabated rate, but according to all evidence, faced with a physical, moral and 

psychological reign of terror, they seem to be preparing for their final exodus. Unless 

things change radically, in less than ten years time, there will no longer be any Serbs in 

Kosovo, and an "ethnically pure" Kosovo, that unambiguously stated goal of the Greater 

Albanian racists… will be achieved… Kosovo's fate remains a vital question for the 

entire Serbian nation. If it is not resolved… if genuine security and unambiguous equality 

for all peoples living in Kosovo and Metohija are not established; if objective and 

permanent conditions for the return of the expelled nation are not created, then this part 

of the Republic of Serbia and Yugoslavia will become a European issue, with the gravest 

possible foreseeable consequences.

Page 70 of the Memorandum, 1986  

(draft; typewritten in Serbian Cyrillic) 
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So, what should be done? "The Serbian people cannot stand idly by and wait for the future in 

such a state of uncertainty…Naturally, Serbia must not be passive and wait and see what the 

others will say, as it has so often done in the past." 

[pp: 49-50]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 
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1989: Gazimestan 

In 1989 Serbian leader Slobodan 

Miloševi  succeeded in abolishing 

the autonomy of Kosovo. This was 

achieved not without a struggle, 

including an underground hunger 

strike by 1,350 Trep a miners and 

demonstrations. On 23 March 1989 

the Kosovo assembly, surrounded by 

tanks and police, voted for the 

necessary constitutional 

amendments. On 28 June, at 

Gazimestan, part of the historic 

Kosovo battlefield, Miloševi

celebrated his triumph on the 600
th

anniversary of the battle. 

Before an estimated 1 million Serbs, he cited Miloš Obili , the knight who the legends 

say had killed the Sultan, by saying: "After many decades Serbia has her state, national 

and spiritual integrity back. Today it is not difficult for us to answer the old question: 

how shall we face Miloš?" Using the diminutive for Slobodan the crowd chanted: "Tsar 

Lazar, you were unfortunate, not to have Slobo on your side." Miloševi  then said: 

Serbs in their history have never conquered or exploited others. Through two world wars, 

they have liberated themselves and, when they could, they also helped others to liberate 

themselves…The Kosovo heroism does not allow us to forget that, at one time, we were 

brave and dignified and one of the few who went into battle undefeated…Six centuries 

later, again we are in battles and quarrels. They are not armed battles, though such 

things should not be excluded yet.

[p.56]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 

Slobodan Miloševi  at Gazimestan on 28 June, 1989 
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Ibrahim Rugova: Staying Alive 

Ibrahim Rugova, was the man who 

dominated Kosovo Albanian politics from 

1990 to 1998 and was then to rebound as 

president after the war and until his death 

in 2006 had several distinguishing quirks 

and characteristics. His trademark was silk 

scarf, which he wore everywhere he went 

except in August when he did not wear it at 

all. He had a collection of rocks which he 

liked to show to foreign visitors and says 

Judah, "oddly for a man who commanded 

such fantastic loyalty from his people" was 

"extremely dull". Rugova was born in 

1944. His father had been executed by the 

Partisans when they restored control over Kosovo at the end of the Second World War. He had 

studied at the Sorbonne and studiously cultivated a rather bohemian air, which included a 

penchant for drink. Like most of the other founder of the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK) 

he had been a member of the Communist Party, although he had been expelled for voting against 

amending Kosovo's constitution. He was not first choice to lead the LDK and often Kosovo 

Albanian intellectuals looked down their noses at him. He was however politically adept and far-

sighted: 

After Miloševi  had begun to destroy the province's autonomy, the arms which had 

belonged to its reserve Territorial Defence forces had been confiscated. So, writing on the 

eve of the Bosnian war in 1992, Rugova explained why the Kosovars did not have a 

military option. "We are not certain how strong the Serbian military presence in the 

province actually is, but we do know that it is overwhelming and that we have nothing to 

set against the tanks and other weaponry in Serbian hands." And then, prophetically, he 

added: "We would have no chance of successfully resisting the army. In fact the Serbs 

only wait for a pretext to attack the Albanian population and wipe it out. We believe it is 

better to do nothing and stay alive than to be massacred." 

On 22 September 1991, Kosovo Albanian deputies voted for a resolution on independence. A 

referendum was then organised, which although illegal, the Serbian authorities did not make 

much of an effort to stop. It resulted in 87.01 per cent of eligible voters approving the declaration 

of independence, ie., since Serbs did not vote, 99.87 per cent of those who voted, did so in 

favour. On 19 October 1991 the, as far as the Serbs were concerned, the illegal parliament of 

Kosovo, declared the birth of the "Republic of Kosova". On the same day a government in exile 

came into being, first in Slovenia but then it moved to Bad Godesberg, a suburb of Bonn. In May 

1992 elections were held and a Kosovo Albanian parliament and president were elected. Again, 

the Serbian authorities basically ignored the poll. However, from now on Rugova, as president, 

presided over a form of phantom state, the most important elements of which were emerging 

parallel health and education systems, plus taxes to pay for them. 

[pp: 61-69] 

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press]

Ibrahim Rugova 



- 28 - 

www.esiweb.org 

Fury, Rage and Hatred 

Shkëlzen Maliqi is one of Kosovo's best 

known intellectuals, writers and 

commentators. In 1993 he wrote the 

following, describing the mood amongst 

Kosovo Albanians. "The fact that war has 

not yet broken out in Kosova can be 

attributed to two factors:" 

…the decision by Albanian leaders to 

pursue a policy of non-violent 

resistance, and the fact that virtually all 

Serbian military capacities have been 

taken up in the conflicts in Croatia and Bosnia-Hercegovina. But the war has only been 

postponed – because nothing has been done to remove its root causes. In the meantime 

ethnic conflict in Kosova has turned into a kind of intense war of nerves, in which one 

side stops at nothing, committing the most brutal violations of human rights and civil 

liberties, completely ignoring the protests of international organisations which for a while 

sent monitoring teams in Kosova, while the other side bottles up its humiliation, despair, 

fury, rage and hatred – but for how long before it explodes? 

In fact there were attempts and plots to begin armed uprisings and there were occasional 

shootings of policemen and soldiers but as Pleurat Sejdiu, in 1998 the London spokesman of the 

KLA told Judah, in "ninety per cent" of cases where the Serbs put Albanians on trial for being 

involved in such plots they had caught the "right people". Quite simply though, the time was not 

right for rebellion, nor was it really possible. What was to change everything was the collapse of 

the Albanian state in 1997 and the looting of its armouries. Suddenly large amounts of weapons 

at a very low price were available to be bought and smuggled across the border. 

[pp: 97-98,] 

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 

Shkëlzen Maliqi 



- 29 - 

www.esiweb.org 

Attack him with your teeth! 

The war began in earnest in 1998. At first the 

Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) based in Drenica 

in central Kosovo did well, pushing the Serbs back, 

but in fact – they met virtually no resistance. That 

was to come later. What Judah points out here is 

that for the Albanians mobilised for war there was 

no doubt in their minds that they were simply 

carrying on the struggle of earlier generations. 

When young Kosovars came to join the KLA they 

gave their besa. "In a literal translation," notes 

Judah, "it means 'oath' but somehow, in our modern 

societies that word seems too weak:"
In the Albanian mind it is something almost 

mystical, a word entwined with ancient notions 

of blood and honour. 

In front of my flag I give my besa and my life 

that I will die for freedom and for my land and I 

will obey my army. If I betray my comrades they 

have the right to kill me. Now I am a soldier who fights for freedom. 

This song was sung by a Drenica man who later was killed as he tried to cross the 

mountains back from Albania to Kosovo at Christmas in 1998: 

Sun and moon shine on our land,  

Mother Kosova where I was born  

Where I grew up,  

Where I shed my blood,  

Where I drink the water from the land,  

Mixed with our mother's tears. 

When my mother rocked my cradle,  

And sang me a lullaby, 

"Bless you my son,  

Keep your sword and your gun always in your 

lap."  

She stroked my eyes and my hands,  

And covered my face with the banner, 

The double-headed eagle.  

"Listen to your Albanian mothers,  

If you don't die for your homeland,  

You'll never rise from the dead!" 

I grew in stature,  

From stone to stone,  

My eyes and my gaze,  

Came from the flag,  

How can we get to freedom?  

All the roads begin in the gun turret,  

I was taught how to shed my blood,  

By my old grandpa. 

"Oh my son don't hesitate to die,  

For this land and these mountains,  

Our way is to wear the white hat,  

If someone tramples it,  

And you don't have a gun,  

Attack him with your teeth.

[pp.99, 101-102]  

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press] 
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The Enverists 

The Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA or UCK to give its 

Albanian initials,) originated in the clandestine cells of 

Kosovars, at home and abroad, during the 1980s and 

even earlier. Generally they were microscopic groups 

which constantly quarrelled and more often than not 

framed their commitment to the Kosovo cause in terms 

of a devotion to Enver Hoxha, the Stalinist dictator of 

neighbouring Albania. "The question of Marxism-

Leninism or Enverism is a vexed one," writes Judah, 

"especially as the KLA were later accused of having 

these roots and therefore, in a politically motivated non 

sequitur, of still being committed Enverists." 

However, according to Daut Dauti, the Kosovar 

journalist, who was at university at this time [early 

1980s]: "The Marxist-Leninists were for an armed 

uprising in the 1980s. They had no idea what Enverism was – they just wanted to get rid 

of the Serbs." Especially after 1981, these people believed that the Albanians running the 

autonomous province were simply Serbian puppets and were angered that some Serbs did 

hold important jobs. Bardhyl Mahmuti, a member of one of those underground groups, 

recalls that, "It was not a question of ideology, rather Leninist theory on clandestine 

organisations." Not to mention the fact that making the right revolutionary noises secured 

at least a little help and money from Tirana. Xhafer Shatri, who spent eleven years in 

prison, says that despite the bombast the Enverist groups were, in fact "purely nationalist" 

but adds that "Albania was our only help." 

As Judah points out very few Kosovars could go to Albania at the time, as it was virtually sealed 

off, so in the minds of many it became "an almost mythical land of socialism, equality and well-

being for all. In fact, it was a vicious, poverty-stricken Stalinist hermit state." 

However, those few who visited either did not realise this, because they had little 

opportunity to mix with ordinary people, or would never dare say so openly for fear of 

putting at risk their interlocutors or the family they had visited. There was, however, an 

even more powerful taboo on speaking about Albanian realities, and that was that the 

political correctness ruling in Kosovo at the time meant that anyone who dared say 

publicly that Albania was not the promised land risked being branded as pro-Serb. Later, 

Hydajet Hyseni explained the Marxist-Leninist cum Stalinist issue this way: 

of course we were not Stalinists – the greatest outside influence came not from Stalinists 

but from the west and Albanian immigrants in the United States. The identification with 

brother Albania was actually weak. It was on the level of fantasy. Most activists knew 

nothing about Albania. Since they had never been there, they could afford grand 

illusions. It is similar to the orphan child who has never known her mother; she can 

easily glorify her. I was one of those who had those fantasies about Albania.

[pp: 106-107] 

Kosovo: War and Revenge. 2002, Second Edition. [Yale University Press]  

Enver Hoxha 



- 31 - 

www.esiweb.org 

The Road of Sorrow 

On 24 March 1999 NATO began what was to 

be 78-days of bombing of the then Yugoslavia, 

ie., Serbia and Montenegro. Eyewitness 

testimony of what then happened in Kosovo 

comes from several sources. One is Nataša 

Kandi , the head of the Belgrade-based human 

rights group, the Humanitarian Law Center, 

who was able to move around fairly freely 

because she was a Serb and a woman. On 23 

April Kandi  met a large group of people, 

"who were walking towards Vu itrn. These 

people were returning to their homes having 

spent two weeks in the woods hiding, and were 

anxious whether the police would allow them 

to go back and whether their houses were still standing" Later, she says, they were expelled and 

as she passed the town on 5 May she saw it was empty, "and many of the houses were on fire." 

The same day, I passed through Mitrovica. There were neither police nor military in the 

town center. There wasn't a soul to be seen. Large sections of the town had been 

destroyed. One could see that houses had been plundered first, and then set on fire. There 

were some people in the suburbs. Serb parts of town were intact. Afterwards, when I 

talked to Albanians from Mitrovica who had come to Montenegro, I found out that 

approximately 30,000 Albanians were expelled from Mitrovica on 15 April, and that they 

had been ordered to leave for Montenegro. They travelled on foot, it took them three days 

to reach Dubovo, a village 80 kilometers away from Mitrovica where the Yugoslav army 

stopped them. The army kept them there for three days, when three officers announced 

there had been an "order for refugees to return home." They were put on buses and 

shipped back to burnt down Mitrovica. Hunger and fear made many of them leave 

Mitrovica again and go back to Montenegro. 

Another eyewitness to this period was Father Sava, a monk from the Serbian Orthodox 

monastery of Visoki De ani. At this point he was accompanying Bishop Artemije, still a highly 

influential figure amongst Kosovo Serbs. At the end of March they witnessed the ethnic cleaning 

of Pe , called Peja in Albanian:  

I saw a lot of paramilitaries in different uniforms, with baseball hats and Nike caps, 

camouflaged faces and masks. I saw Albanian civilians with children and plastic bags. 

Near the centre of town there were trucks full of women and children. We drove quickly, 

it was obvious what was happening. The road up to Rožaje [in Montenegro] was blocked. 

There were hundreds, thousands of people, with cars and on foot. They told us they had 

been given 10 minutes to go. I was crying, it was the road of sorrow. I was so shocked. 

There was mist at the top of the pass. I saw a woman in slippers. The bishop was shocked 

and petrified. I said, "I can see the Serbs leaving Kosovo very soon." 

[pp: 242-243]  
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Surroi: What we fought for? 

A Veton Surroi is today the leader of Ora, a small 

Kosovo Albanian political party and a member of the 

Unity Team, which brings together the main Kosovo 

political leaders dealing with the status issue. He has 

long been a key figure in Kosovo Albanian political 

life and especially in arguing its case abroad. He is the 

proprietor of Koha Ditore, one of Kosovo's leading 

daily papers. When the bombing began on 24 March 

1999 Surroi decided to stay behind in Priština, but had 

to go into hiding. Staying with different families he 

was in despair: 

I thought I would try and be here and help people 

and suddenly I'm in a situation where I can't even 

help myself and am even endangering the people 

I'm staying with. I thought, "What would happen if 

the Serbs get me here, get me, and as a reprisal 

hunt all the families I have been with, burn all 

their homes and shoot and kill them?"

A few months later the situation had reversed itself. 

Surroi was reopening Koha Ditore and hundreds of thousands of Kosovo Albanian refugees were 

streaming home – while Serbs were now being persecuted or in flight. In a virtually unique act 

for a prominent Kosovo Albanian leader he used his position to speak out, using the pages of 

Koha Ditore:

In the past month an old woman has been beaten to death in her bath; a two-year-old boy 

has been wounded and his mother shot dead; two youths have been killed with a grenade 

launcher; and a woman dares not speak her name in public for fear that those who 

attempted to rape her will return. 

The article went on to point out that these were "not isolated incidents" and that 

frightened Serbs had locked themselves in their homes "terrified by an atmosphere in 

which every sound seems threatening and every vehicle that stops might take you away to 

your death." Albanians had been warned not to "feed Serbs", he said: 

I know how Kosovo's remaining Serbs, and indeed Roma, feel, because I along with 

nearly 2 million Albanians, was in exactly the same situation only two and half months 

ago. I recognise their fear…This is why I cannot hide my shame to discover that, for the 

first time in history, we Kosovo Albanians are also capable of such monstrous acts. I 

have to speak out to make it clear that our moral code, by which women, children and 

elderly should be left unharmed, has been and is being violated. 

I know the obvious excuse, namely that we have been through a barbaric war in which 

Serbs were responsible for heinous crimes and in which the intensity of the violence has 

generated a desire for vengeance among many Albanians. This however is no 

justification.

Veton Surroi 
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What was happening, thundered Surroi, was "the organised and systematic intimidation 

of all Serbs simply because they are Serbs and therefore are being held collectively 

responsible for what happened in Kosovo." Everyone understood this to mean the KLA. 

Such attitudes are fascist. Moreover it was against these very same very same attitudes 

that the people of Kosovo stood up and fought, at first peacefully, and then with arms, 

during the past 10 years. The treatment of Kosovo's Serbs brings shame on all Kosovo 

Albanians…from having been victims of Europe's worst end-of-century persecution, we 

are ourselves becoming persecutors and have allowed the spectre of fascism to reappear. 

Anybody who thinks that the violence will end once the last Serb has been driven out is 

living an illusion. The violence will simply be directed against other Albanians. Is this 

really what we fought for?  

If Surroi thought that after he had stuck his head out over the parapet others would follow he was 

to be sorely disappointed.  

[pp: 292-294]  
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Forgive and Forget? 

Tim Judah finished his book in the 

wake of the Kosovo war and this 

edition was updated in 2002. Since 

then, much has happened, not least the 

violence of 2004 and the failure of 

western countries in 2007 to push the 

independence of Kosovo through the 

UN Security Council thanks to the 

resistance of Russia. Judah ends the 

book by quoting Aleksa Djilas, the 

Serbian historian and commentator 

who says, paraphrasing Stendhal that 

"The possibility of revenge increases 

the desire." He was talking about the 

revenge wreaked on Kosovo Serbs by 

Albanians after the war. But Djilas, 

writes Judah "is looking ahead" and 

what he says appears in some ways to be remarkably prescient. 

While Albanians take their revenge today, the time may yet come when Serbs can take 

theirs. The way the Serbs have lost Kosovo means that, for the foreseeable future, they 

will have no chance to get it back. How could they while it is occupied by NATO troops? 

But what will happen in ten or twenty years? A decade ago no one could have predicted 

the shape of the world today. What if, in twenty or thirty years, America is locked in 

isolationism, Russia rearmed and strong and Europe weak and divided? Djilas says that 

the spirit of revanchism may grow. "Of course," he adds, "I would not support such a 

thing, but the Serbs are not exactly a 'forgive and forget' nation. If they have remembered 

the 1389 defeat for 610 years, why not his one." 

[p. 312]  
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